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To: 


Persons  Concerne.:'  mth  Manpower  Problems  in  Food  Industries 


From: 


Arthur  J.  Ilolniaas,  Acting  Chief,  Food  Industries  Labor  Branch 


Subject:    Action  to  Relieve  Labor  Problenis  in  Refrigeration  Activities 

Peak- season  labor  shortages  in  ice  laanuf acturing  plants,  cold  storage 
v^arehouseB ,  and  for  refrigerating  cars  threatened  stibstantial  losses 
of  f rait": ,  vegetables,  and  other  perishable  foods  in  transit  or  in  stor- 
age.   Subsecuent  to  a  conference  among  the  various  agencies,  called  by 
the  Food  Industries  Labor  Branch  on  J^me  IS,  the  follovang  actions  have 
been  taken  by  these  agencies  to  expedite  an  effective  solution  to  this 
problem. 

The  "Tar  i"anpoi«/er  Commission  issued  instructions  to  all  Regional  Ilanpower 
DirectorD  on  June  25  urging  that  ice  manufacturing  and  distribution  be 
considered  for  clas sif icatioii  as  locally  needed  v/hei-ever  necessary.  Man- 
pOT-rer  Directors  vrere  also  requested  to  give  all  possible  assistance  to 
local  officGG  in  furnishing  the  labor  required. 

The  Y.ar  Labor  Board  vdrod  Regional  Directors  on  July  C,  to  expedite  all 
wago  applications  vdiich  have  been  or  vdll  be  filed  by  ice  manujf actuilng 
or  distributing  companies  or  cold  storage  warchousoG  and  to  give  consid- 
o'ation  to  those  cases  on  the  basis  of  the  special  procoduro  provided 
for  under  the  I'&y  11  directive  of  the  Director  of  Econo"iic  Stabilization. 
The  Office  of  Defense  Transportation  and  the  Food  Indus  tides  Labor  Branch 
sent  instructions  on  the  procedure  to  be  follov;od  in  filing    wage  adjuct* 
m.cnt  applications  to  Indus ti^-  associations  n-liosc  members  have  been  ham- 
pered in  their  rccruitracnt  cffortrs  b3^  lev/  v/age  scales. 

The  Interstate  Coiviiiicrcc  Commission  moved  to  relieve  the  imiiicdiate  emergency 
by  isr.uing  Service  Order  To.  132,  the  so-called  "half-icing  order,"  on 
June  28.  This  order  requires  comjnon  carriers  to  establish  modified  refrig- 
eration service  laiovrn  as  half-stage  icing,  for  fruitscand  vegetables.  This 
means  that  only  the  top  half  of  the  ice  bxmkers  in  refrigeration  cars  may 
be  filled  vath  ice  and  that  modified  chargee  must  be  made  for  this  service. 
"Ealf-icing"  vri.ll  result  in  economy  of  motive  povrcr;  m.anpcvrcr,  and  ice. 

The  7''ar  DcpartsTient  is  considering  revising  Circular  12?  to  permit  the 
granting  of  three-day  passes  to  soldiers  to  p., mit  them  to  be  employed  in 
refrigeration  work  in  emergency"  situations.    Although  this  and  other 
actions  nay  become  necessary;  the  measures  outlin.d  above  ehould  be  help- 
ful in  preventing  serious  spoilage  of  perishable  foods. 
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